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From the Back Cover
"The World" interweaves two stories-of our interactions with nature and with each other. The environment-
centered story is about humans distancing themselves from the rest of nature and searching for a relationship
that strikes a balance between constructive and destructive exploitation. The culture-centered story is of how
human cultures have become mutually influential and yet mutually differentiating. Both stories have been
going on for thousands of years. We do not know whether they will end in triumph or disaster. There is no
prospect of covering all of world history in one book. Rather, the fabric of this book is woven from selected
strands. Readers will see these at every turn, twisted together into yarn, stretched into stories. Human-
focused historical ecology-the environmental theme-will drive readers back, again and again, to the same
concepts: sustenance, shelter, disease, energy, technology, art. (The last is a vital category for historians, not
only because it is part of our interface with the rest of the world, but also because it forms a record of how
we see reality and of how the way we see it changes.) In the global story of human interactions-the cultural
theme-we return constantly to the ways people make contact with each another: migration, trade, war,
imperialism, pilgrimage, gift exchange, diplomacy, travel-and to their social frameworks: the economic and
political arenas, the human groups and groupings, the states and civilizations, the sexes and generations, the
classes and clusters of identity.
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contributions
to broadcasting, he is the longest-serving presenter of BBC radio’s flagship current affairs program,
Analysis. He has
been short-listed for the most valuable literary prize in the United Kingdom.
 
Fernández-Armesto is the author, coauthor, or editor of 30 books and numerous papers and scholarly articles.
His
work has been translated into 25 languages. His books include Before Columbus; The Times Illustrated
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Europe; Columbus; Millennium: A History of the Last Thousand Years (the subject of a ten-part series on
CNN);
Civilizations: Culture, Ambition, and the Transformation of Nature; Near a Thousand Tables; The Americas;
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Europe; Amerigo: The Man Who Gave His Name to America; and Pathfinders: A Global History of
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Most helpful customer reviews

15 of 22 people found the following review helpful.
A Necessary Evil
By Corina Stamm
I bought this textbook for one of my required history courses at my school. I find the author's writing to be
overly wordy and confusing. His writing is of someone who is trying to prove he is smart. I have even found
a couple incomplete sentences in the book, all for the sake of sounding interesting. I would much prefer a
history book that is straight to the point and dull. Here is an excerpt to illustrate my point:



"Above all, the Mongols were exceptionally adaptable warmongers...The mountains of Georgia could not
stop them. The Mongols captured the Georgian capital, Tbilisi, in 1234, turning Georgia into a puppet
kingdom. Nor, in the long run, could the rice paddies and rivers of southern China where the Mongols
destroyed the Song dynasty in the 1270s."

I am not a stupid person, but I often have to go back and read a paragraph several times to understand what
the author is talking about.

The only reason it got two stars is because the maps and illustrations are adequate.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
But I am very happy I did
By Patty Marino
My daughter needed this book for college and because it was so inexpensive and unbound, I wasn't sure if I
should purchase it.
But I am very happy I did. It's working out great for my daughter! Can't beat the price!

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
I received this textbook and it is definitely not in ...
By Samantha
I received this textbook and it is definitely not in "very good" condition. It is old and all the pages are curled.
Definitely not worth the price of $89.95.

See all 14 customer reviews...
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